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usually associated represents the close of a long;
period of vigorous and incomparable inward pursuits-
of which an idea may be found in the opulent imagery
and mystic symbolism of the sublimest truths,,
seen by the Rishis and expressed in the riks. There
is reason, however, to believe that greater ages of
Intuition, of the luminous Dawns of the Forefathers>
had preceded the Rig Vedic times, and that the
entire secret of their esoteric teachings was not pro-
bably revealed even to the Rishis of the Rig Veda
who were perhaps not ready for it. Yet the Rig
Veda has every claim to be regarded as the most
authentic document recording the Aryan Fathers'1
deepest experiences of the higher truths whose
golden light opened to them the path of the gods.
The end of human life was to these mystics a.
divine outflowering. "Life is therefore a movement
from mortality to immortality, from mixed light and
darkness to the splendour of a divine Truth whose
home is above in the infinite but which can be built
up here in man's soul and life, a battle between the
children of Light and the sons of Night, a getting"
of treasure, of the wealth, the booty given by the
gods to the human warrior, a journey and a sacrifice."1
If a state of permanent living in light, in truth, in
bliss, in freedom and in immortality is his ultimate
destiny^ man will have to attain that in his life by
overcoming the limitations imposed on him by his-
subjection to the forces of darkness^ division and
falsehood.